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at once the daughter of Henry VHI and Anne Boleyn."   Eluci-
date.

Am Hint* to expand. Elizabeth is said to have been at once
the daughter of Henry VI [i and Anne Boleyn. To be simple, it
means that she inherited, in a true sense, the peculiar traits of charac-
ter of her parents. From her father, she inherited love of power, self-
confidence, want of gratitude to those who served her faithfully and
a strong determination. From her mother she derived love of pomp,
coquetry and self-indulgence. She had learnt intrigues from the dan-
gers of her early life and was ever ready to use any means fair or
foul to achieve her purpose. In council she was keen and, though
at times irresolute, she could strike a decisive blow at the exact time.
She was a good judge of men and selected her advisers well. She
consulted her ministers and examined their views but generally her
policy was her own. These traits of her character made their in-
fluence felt in her foreign as well as domestic policy. The way in
which she affected religious settlement of England illustrates her
character, and that clearly shows that she knew the value of the
middle course and moderation".

She followed a policy of moderation and intentionally avoided
extremes for she knew that extremes were dangerous and often led to
serious trouble and disturbed the peace of the country. Personally the
Queen had no deep religious feelings and the result was the political
settlement of religious matters. She had seen how Edward VI and
Mary had failed in their religious policies because they had taken up
too extreme a line. She therefore adopted the 'middle way' and want-
ed to follow a 'middle course* between Roman Catholicism and Pro-
testantism, She aimed at bringing about a peaceful settlement to save
the country from civil strife and struggle. It is rightly said that her
settlement of the religious question is more of a politician than of an
ecclesiast. This clearly shows that the way in which she settled the
religious question of her country was that of a wise politician and not
of a religious fanatic. The first thing to her was the peace of the coun-
try and religion was to her a secondary thing. The same trait is also to
be found in her attitude towards Parliament. Her policy was to keep
Parliament in good humour. She knew how to remain firm and re-
solute, but at times she yielded with grace whenever there was any
strong opposition. She knew when to remain firm and when to
yield. She tactfully handled the Parliament and never gave it an
unnecessary cause o! displeasure. Her foreign policy aimed at the
maintenance of peace abroad, especially with France. With this end
in view, she did not even want to refuse the hand of the French king.
It was for England that she remained a virgin all through her life.
She had intense love for her country, and her example was one of
the chief reasons for the growth of the new spirit that characterised
the age. She inspired the people to do great deeds and thus bring
honour, wealth and prosperity to their country.

Write a note on the literary and maritime activities dur-
ing the reign of Elizabeth.